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political career of one man, and the personal appearance
of another; that he combined the early Parliamentary
days of my dear old friend, the late Sir John Pope
Hennessy, with the picturesque presence and captivat-
ing manners of one who is still a well-known figure in
London society, although, perhaps, he has not quite so
ornamental a figure just now as he had in the distant
day when Trollope's novel was written. Trollope was
endowed with a remarkably clear judgment as regarded
public affairs. Nearly forty years before the event he
not merely predicted the certainty of the struggle be-
tween Spain and the United States with regard to Cuba,
but he predicted in the conduct of Spain the very rea-
sons which sooner or later must have made an armed
struggle inevitable. With the same temper of cool
observation, Trollope saw from the very beginning what
so few London literary men, and men in London society
did, the result of the great Civil War in America.
Trollope was in the States at the time when the battle
of Bull Eun took place, in which the Southern forces
obtained a complete victory. On this side of the ocean,
and especially in London, the vast majority of people
accepted the defeat of Bull Eun as a fatal event for the
Northern cause. On the other side Trollope observed
that, wherever he went amongst the Northerners, he
found no attempt made to deny that a defeat had taken
place, or to minimise its importance. He was met every-
where with the words, or some such words, * Yes, we *ve
been badly whipped this time ; but we '11 do better be-
fore long.' Trollope made up his mind that the men
who take defeat in that sort of spirit are just the men
who are likely to convert first defeat into final victory.

The later years of Anthony Trollope's working career
gave a curious denial to a doctrine once laid down to

374Judge of Assize at the Court
